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Grand Valley State Colleges

across
camu....,;;__;.us...;;c..__
During the week of spring vacation
(March 18-25) the bookstore will be open
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., except on
March 24, registration, when it will be
open from 8 :30 a.m. to 8 p.m .

•

According to the latest results of the
survey regarding the Forum, 155 faculty
and staff members believe it should continue to be published, 85 believe it should
not (some of them think we ought to
return to the "Memorandum" format,
most think it ought to be incorporated
into the Lanthorn, and a few think
nothing should be substituted), and 10
did not indicate their preference .

•

Faculty and staff should be aware that
work study students are allowed to work
only 20 hours per week (40 each pay
period). If there is any question about
amounts awarded, students should call
the financial aids office at 238 .

•

Grand Valley State Colleges will be
closed for one week between Christmas
and New Year this year, from December 24
to January 2. Employees will be required
to take one of those days as a day of
vacation time.

•

The-American College Testing-program
has informed Grand Valley that 196
students who took the ACT assessment
on the February 1977 national test date
have requested that their student profile
reports be sent to Grand Valley. The
comparable figure last year was 182.
Some institutions have found a high
correlation between the number of ACT
st~dent profile reports they are sent and
the number of applicants they receive .

•

The Ottawa County School Employees
Credit Union in Jenison has office hours
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Holland
office, located temporarily at 259 East
24th Street, is open 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and the Grand
Haven office is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Its new location
is 1703 Despelder in Grand Haven.

•

House for sale. Three bedroom, deck,
den, walk-out basement, large lot. 250
yards to Shawmut Elementary School,
2/3 mile to Oakleigh Middle School, nine
miles to GVSC. FHA appraised $41,000.
620 Oakleigh, N.W. Call A. V. Martin,
extension 134; evenings, 451-8563 or
453-6027 .

•

For rent: four bedroom, furnished
house. Five miles from campus, in Jenison.
Available from mid.June to December 31,
1977. Call Carl Meloy, extension 200.

•

For rent: House in the country approximately 20 miles from campus. Call E. F.
Gearhart, extension 213.

•

House for sale: three-bedroom, all brick,
raised ranch in Standale area. Family
room, two baths, finished recreation
room, three fireplaces, enclosed patio,
large lot, Grandville School district, many
extras. Under $40,000. Call 4534983.

The cast of "Comings and G?ings," a one-act play by Megan T_erry, rehearses a scene. Th e play will be performed at Stage 3 ,
72 Ransom, N.E., Grand Rapids, March 16 through 19. Curtain is 8 p .m. Tick ets are $ 1.00. For reservations call extension 485 .

Tsars, Commissars
And Freedom of the Muse
By Christine Rydel
"Suddenly, at about one o'clock in the
morning, there was a sharp, unbearably
explicit knock at the door. 'They've come
for Osip,' I said, and went to open the
door. (. .. ) I had expected them to say
'How do you do?' (. .. ) But the night visitors of our times do not stand on ceremony-like secret-police agents the world
over, I suppose. (.. .) They came in past
me (not pushing, however) and the apartment was suddenly full of people already
checking our identity papers, running
their hands over our hips with a precise,
well-practiced movement, and feeling our
pockets to make sure we had no concealed weapons. M. came out of the large
room. 'Have you come for me?' he asked." Mercifully, these events which Nadezhda Mandelstam describes in her
memoir Hop e Against Hope don't happen
as frequently as they did during Stalin's
"Reign of Terror," but to the shame of
the Soviets, a knock on the door in the
small hours of the morning can still have
a sinister connotation for a Soviet citizenarrest .
Intimidation and coercion are still a
problem for even "average" Soviet citizens. A friend of mine (who is not a dissident), when applying for admission to
an institute, was first interrogated about

Because of spring vacation, the
Forum will not be published on
March 21 and March 28. The
next issue will appear on April 4.

his "Western connections." Since he was
subsequently admitted, does it mean that
he "broke" under pressure? Probably, but
I don't blame him; I understand the terror
of interrogation. I've been followed, harassed and even interrogated by KGB
agents who confiscated my papers and
passport-but the terror I felt was minimal

compared to my friend's-my life is in
America; he will spend his in Moscow.
Paradoxically, arrest and interrogation
are only the official ways the KGB (itself
an unofficial and unrecognized organ of
the Soviet government) deals with "disruptive elements." The more dramatic
(Continued on Page 4)

GVSC Profs Attend
Seminar in Yugoslavia
Six professors from the United States,
including five from Grand Valley, will
join 200 European scholars this week at
an International Symposium to be held at
the University of Sarajevo, in Yugoslavia.
The symposium, entitled " American
Technological Development: Toward Human Liberation or Alienation," will take
place March 18-26. Those from Grand
Valley taking part are John Bornhofen,
Gilbert Davis, Anthony Travis, William
Yerkes, and Lynn Mapes. The group will
be accompanied by Michael Haviland, director of the International Studies Institute.
The symposium is part of a continuing
program of cooperation between the
University of Sarajevo and Grand Valley.
Next year, professors from Yugoslavia and
elsewhere in Europe will participate in a
symposium at Grand Valley .

Topics to be presented at the symposium include: Technology: One Way to
the Good Life , by Bornhofen , of Seidman
Graduate College; Eros at Bay: The Rise
of Literary Censorship in Nineteenth-Century Urban-Industrial America by Davis
of Thomas Jefferson College; The Origin;
of the Welfare State in the Technological
~ge: 1880 to 1920, by Travis, of CAS's
history department; and Technology and
Its Effects on the American Environment
by Yerkes, of CAS's environmental sci'.
ences department. Mapes, of CAS's history department , will read a paper entitled Work, Culture, and Society in Industrializing America, 1815 to 1919 , by
Hubert Gutman , of the City College of
New York. Gutman was scheduled to attend the symposium but couldn't because
of family illness. He asked Mapes, a for~
mer student of his, to attend in his place.

Letter to
The Editor
I was immediately struck by the
resemblance between the comments of
Dewey Hoitenga in his article in the
Fo ru1J1 of February 7 and those made by
Senator R. Hruska of Nebraska when
G. Harrold Carswell was under consideration for the U.S . Supreme Court. He said
that "even if he [Carswell] was mediocre,
there are a lot of mediocre judges and
people and lawyers and they are entitled
to representation. . .We can 't have all
Brandeises, Frankfurters, and Cardozas."
Perhaps I am misinterpreting what
Hoitenga was saying , but it seems to me
his attitude is one of inevitability , of
frustration, and of hopelessness. Granted,
the level of academic excellence on this
campus is not what one would term
"astounding" ; in fact one must look
hard to find any at all. And I agree totally
that grades here are inflated ; there are too
many high grades given for average and
substandard work.
Yet I don 't believe that is reason
enough for giving up and merely awarding
A's or B's because everyone else does. I
totally disagree that one should just
accept the fact that the majority of students here are merely putting in four
years because they don't know what else
to do, and therefore teach to that level.
This is my first year here at Grand
Valley , and I have never been so frustrated
and astounded in my life. I have never
before se en so many illiterate, ill-prepared,
and just plain average people. The students spend most of their time in class
wishing they were doing something else,
and their work reflects this.
However, the one saving grace of this
whole ordeal is that I have stumbled upon
one or two instructors who have not
thrown in the towel on their students.
They demand a fair amount from them,
and if they don't produce accordingly,
they get the deserved grades . Without
these teachers, I seriously doubt whether
I would have been capable of enduring
my classes this long.
What I guess I'm saying is, don't just
give up on the entire student body . Sure,
it must be totally frustratin g to see the
same group r.r apathetic , mentally
lethargic faces ,ar after year . But don 't
go down to their level. Raise them up to
yours (or at least try to). There are some
students out there who want a solid
education and are listening to what you
are saying. Keep looking for them-you're
bound to run across some of them
even tu ally.
Kat h,:rn Newberg_
Political Science

Task Force
On Housing
President Lubbers has appointed a task.
force on housing matters and concerns .
The group is to look into (1) the hiring,
training, and evaluation of resident assistants and other student employees ih oncampus housing; (2) evaluation, implementation and administration of housing
policies, and (3) resident life in general.
They are to make their recommendations
by April 15.
Members of the task force are : Charles
Sorensen (chairman) , Jeffrey Brown ,
Robert Byrd, Deanna Halsey, Michael
Harrison , Suzanne Hedstrom, and Mark
Mondro .

German Student at GVS

Willia m Harris

shown by students towards professors
here would be regarded as a gross lack of
respect by faculty at German universities.
Although he was at first somewhat
shocked by this, he now finds it refreshing
and says he wishes it were like that in
Germany.
Another surprise to him was the lack
of political activity by students. "In
Germany," said Schaffer, a card-carrying
member of the Social Democratic Party,
"students are mostly very active in politics ,
especially around the time of a general
election." According to him, students
make up the vanguard of many politi cal
parties.
Schaffer is at GVSC for six weeks.
Later he will return to Germany to
present his thesis. He says that in spite of
his very busy schedule he is enjoying himself and hopes to return to the United
States soon as a regular tourist.

Channel 35
Football
Highlights
Coaches
ECSReviews
Appointed Sabbatical
George MacDonald, chairman of physical education and athletics at Grand Valley, announced that William J. Harris has
submitted his resignation as head football
coach at Ottawa Hills High School to accept a position as assistant football coach
at Grand Valley State. MacDonald also
announced that Greg Satanski, defensive
secondary coach at GVSC, has been appointed defensive coordinator under head
football coach Jim Harkema.
"Harris has proven himself in coaching
responsibilities at Mt. Clemens and in laying the foundation for steady improvement at Ottawa Hills," Harkema said.
"Satanski has done an outstanding job at
Grand Valley and in his new position will
aid in the continuity of our defense."
Harkema added, "He will be working
specifically with our linebackers."
Harris is a graduate of Mt. Clemens
Community Schools and received a B.A.
in education and physical education from
the University of Michigan, where he was
an outstanding football player. In 1968,
he was named honorable mention at end
on the all Big Te11 team.
Besides head varsity football coaching
with Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills High
School, Harris's career has included a position as assistant varsity football coach at
Mt. Clemens High School. He was supervisor of the CETA summer job placement
for the Grand Rapids Board of Education
in 1974 and 1975, and an instructor at
the U. of M.'s spring practice in 1971 and
summer football clinics last year. Harris
expects to complete his master's degree in
guidance and counseling at the U. of M.
later this year.
Satanski is former coach at Jackson
Lumen Christi High School and a graduate
of Central Michigan University where he
lettered for three years under Coach Roy
Kramer. He was also an AIi-State selection at St. John' s High School in Jackson.
He holds the master's degree in physical
education from C.M. U., and has been associated with Grand Valley since 1975.

COT Training Programs
A COT committee has been set up to
look into proposals for a training and
development program for COT staff.
Members are Ginny Gordon, WJC, chairperson; Ellen Brown, administration;
Loraine Laug, chemistry , CAS ; Jackie
Skendrovic, student life office; and
Leonard Troll, WGVC-TV. Personnel
Officer Rosemary Alland is the resource
person for the committee.

Klaus Schaffer has a friend who has a
friend at GVSC. Unfortunately, Klaus'
friend broke his leg shortly after jumping
out of an airplane (with a parachute), so
Schaffer came to GVSC alone.
Schaffer is a student of special educa tion at the Sonderpadagogisches Institut
in Pentlingen near Stuttgart, Germany.
He is currently living in Robinson Hall as
a guest of GVSC, researching a thesis on
special education in the United States as
well as searching for texts on special
education fo r the Stuttgart Library. In
addition to all this, he is compiling a
photodocumentary of the United States
(primarily Western Michigan) to be shown
to handicapped students in Germany.
Schaffer's days are long and leave little
room for recreational activites. Early every
morning he is driven to one of the schools
for the handicapped in Michigan,including
Lincoln School in Grand Rapids and the
Pine Rest Retreat in Cutlerville. Late
afternoons he can usually be found
studying in the GVSC library or in his
room. Of course his camera is ever-present
and he frequently finds cause to use it.
Schaffer says he finds several aspects
of student life in America quite remarkable. According to him, the familiarity

Eight secretaries attended a day-long
seminar on "Developing Your Potential,"
sponsored by Batten, Batten, Hudson &
Swab on Thursday, March 3. Those
attending were Janis Matthews, Emergency Medical Training; Llnda Benedict,
Performing Arts Center; Arlene Arntz,
Emilie Dahan, Kathy Gutierrez, Ruthann
Noffsinger, Virginia Vanderveen, and
\farilyn Warren, of CAS.

Revisions
At its last meeting the executive
Committee of the All -Colleges Academic
Senate tentatively approved several
changes to the current sabbatical awards
policy. According Chairman Carl Insalaco,
the proposed changes will be approved as
a package at the next meeting and then
be forwa:ded to the ACAS.
The first change would allow greater
sabbatical awards for research associates
than for regular faculty. The second
change would extend eligibility to faculty
members who have served for no more
than three years in an administrative position and return to a faculty position. This
is especially important in the alternative
colleges where faculty members often accept temporary administrative positions.
The third change concerned priorities
for sabbaticals. According to current
policy, any faculty member with six years
of consecutive service at GVSC is eligible
for a sabbatical award. The committee
recommended that there be three eligible
groups, one with six years of service, one
with five, and one with four, with the
highest priority given to those with six
years. ECS voted to keep the current
language, in which the only priority is the
merit of the sabbatical proposal.
These changes, along with other
changes to the Organizational Manual,
will be considered by the ACAS this
spring. Those that are approved will be
forwarded to the Board of Control for
their consideration.

Energy Costs Soar
Like every homeowner, Grand Valley
has felt the high cost of energy this
winter. And like most homeowners, Grand
Valley is trying to do something about it.
At the recent meeting of the President's
Executive Committee, Ward Aurich, plant
officer, said he has undertaken a room-byroom, building-by-building survey of
lighting, heating, and cooling on campus.
A complete energy policy is being written
and will be presented to the PEC at its
next meeting . Aurich said his goal is to
reduce lighting by 25 percent across the
campus. The predicted increase for utilities in 1977-78 is $40,000.
The PEC also considered the subject of
vacation time by employees and the
necessity of planning vacations early in
the year. A policy is being worked on by
the personnel office.

The People's Business. The local
chapter of the National Federation of the
Blind will discuss its organization and its
special programs for the visually impaired.
Tuesday, March 15, 7 p.m.

At the Moment. Host Jim Gaver discusses the costs of education with guests
GVSC President Arend D. Lubbers and
Philip Runkel, superintendent of the
Grand Rapids Public Schools. Monday,
March 14, 7 p.m.
All-Star Swing Festival. This 1972
concert features jazz greats Benny
Goodman, Ella Fitzgerald, the late Duke
Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Count Basie
and many others. Monday, March 14,
10:15 p.m.
The Metropolitan Opera:
Puccini's
"La Boheme," presented live from the
Metropolitan Opera House at Lincoln
Center. Tuesday, March 15, 8 p .m.
The DeVos String Quartet. The
first of five half-hour concerts featuring
the De Vos Quartet from the Grand Rapids
Symphony Society's Artists-in-Residence
program. Wednesday, March 16, 10 p.m.
Elliott's World. In honor of St.
Patrick's Day, tonight's program will
feature a performance by Irish folksinger
Sean Ryan which aired earlier this season.
Thursday, March 17, 8 p.m.
Tax Bite Kit. An in-depth guide to
changes in deductions and credits on the
1976 Individual Federal Income Tax returns. Friday, March 18, 7 p.m.
Great
tion,"
tional
gram.

Decisions. "Food and PopulaMichael Petrovich, of the InternaStudies Institute, hosts the proSunday, March 20, 1:30 p.m.

Grand Valley Forum
The Grand Valley Forum is published
by the Communications and Public
Relations Office, Clarice Geels, editor.
It is published on Monday of each
week when classes are in session during
the fall, winter, and spring terms. All
material should be sent to the editor in
the Communications Office, Manitou
Hall , Grand Valley State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan 49401. Telephone:
895-6611, extension 222.

Sicetches

Profiles

Introducing ...
iJy Rick Oliver, student reporter

Ellen Brown came here two and a half
years ago after graduating from Davenport College of Business. She works in the
General Administrative offices as a secretary for Lora Robinson, Dave Sharphorn,
and Gary Mack. According to Ellen working in General Administration is "an experience."
When she leaves work, Ellen spends
the 20-mile drive home with Stevie Wonder in the tape deck. Wonder seems to be
her No. 1 preference, although she also
unwinds with the music of Aretha Franklin, Herbie Hancock, and Donald Byrd.
Dancing is another means of relaxation
for Ellen. "People tell me I don't really

GAP Wants
Institute Status
The General Academic Program has
proposed that its status and name be
changed-the name to Developmental
Studies Institute and the status to that of
institute. The proposal was approved by
the Academic Coordinating Committee,
then went to the Executive Committee of
the Senate, which approved the change in
status, but recommended that GAP come
up with another name. When it does, the
All Colleges Academic Senate will vote on
it, but not at its regular quarterly meeting,
since that has been cancelled. Instead, the
members will be polled by mail regarding
approval of the change.

'EXchanie ·=··
Programs
Planned
In the February 14th issue of the
Forum, we reported that a delegation of

six college officials {four staff and two
board members) were going to Kuwait
and Egypt to discuss various student and
faculty exchange possibilities.
The group, headed by Michael
Haviland, director of the International
Studies Institute, has returned and reports
that the plans are proceeding with both
countries. Officials of the Kuwait Police
Academy want to send 25 police cadets
here next fall for a full year of study. The
program would include six months of intensive study in English and six months
of law enforcement training in the School
of Public Service.
Kuwait University is interested in
having some of its students attend summer school sessions here this summer. The
university wants to send about 25 premed students and 25 students in science
and engineering to study here.
In both instances the programs would
be completely funded by Kuwait.
In Egypt the delegation met with the
Minister of the Interior, who had inviteci
30 Grand Valley students to visit Egypt
for three or four weeks. This may happen
between the fall and winter terms in 1977.
The Faculty of Commerce of Ain
Shams University in Cairo is interested in
having 25-30 students attend summer
school here this year. In addition, the
group discussed the possibility of faculty
exchanges with the American University
in Cairo. No proposals were presented,
however.
Any faculty or staff member who is
interested in reading the proposals or
other documents related to the discussions
and plans can contact Haviland at 205 Au
Sable Hall, extension 212.

look like a dancer," she smiles, "but I do
enjoy it."
An outgoing person, a people lover,
Ellen is taking courses off and on in College IV's public relations/advertising program, for it seems to her that one could
interact with a whole lot of people in that
field. She likes College IV for its flexibility, which makes it fairly simple to fit
classes into her schedule .
And her schedule does get tight. In
addition to being a full-time secretary and
a part-time student, Ellen is also a family
woman. She has been married for eight
years and has two children: Dorienne, 7,
and Douglas, 3. Her husband, Granville,
is an industrial science instructor at
Grand Rapids Junior College. Ellen places
her family at the top of her list of priorities, for meeting their needs is very important to her. She has been careful not
to spoil her children, though. Both of her
kids know and accept their responsibilities, she says. Housework is a family affair there, with everyone sharing in it.
Cooking, however, is a different story.
Ellen enjoys preparing a good meal, often
whipping up elaborate things. Lately, she

Carl Bajema, of CAS's biology department , recently completed four years of
service as a member of the board of directors of the Society for the Study of
Social Biology. Eugenics Th en and Now,
a collection of classic papers on controlling future human evolution, by Charles
Darwin, Francis Galton, Margaret Sanger,
Julian Huxley, and others, edited by
Bajema for the Benchmark Papers in
Genetics series has been published by
Dowdon, Hutchinson, and Ross.

,I

I
/

Ellen Brown

has been experimenting with Italian dishes, and just recently she made manicotti,
even making her own pasta. She doesn't
mind preparing a big meal by herself; in
fact, she takes pride in it. But, she says,
cleaning up afterwards is somethinr, the
whole family can take part in.

Such Language!
Recently I was needling Jim Riekse of
WZZM-TV about a line that had appeared
in the poem (poem?) one of the station's
weather forecasters used the day California got some much-needed rain. The offending line read: "Finally their getting
rain . .. "
That weather forecaster obviously
spells by ear. To prove that TV persons
aren't the only ones in the media who
can't distinguish between "their" and
"they're," Riekse has sent me the following quotation from the Grand Rapids
Press of February 22:
· "French girls find Pennsylvania boy's
floating message thrown into Gulf
Stream . . . but he's 15 and their 9." To
which Riekse appends this comment:
"You're right-they should get rid of
their (they're?) paperback dictionaries."
He thinks that phonics is {that's rightphonics, a plural noun, takes a singular
verb. Confusing, isn't it?) to blame. He
may be right. Recently in a GVSC campus publication I saw "their" used where
''there" was intended. It's as bad as the
confusion between "its" (possessive) and
"it's," the contraction for "it is."
A faculty member wants to know why
we have overlooked the misuse of "lia-

ble," which all-too-frequently is used as
a synonym for "likely." Just haven't gotten around to it. "Liable" is a legal term
that cannot properly be used as a synonym for "probably." Nor may "likely"
be used in that way unless-if it is being
used as an adverb-it carries some such
modifier as "more," "most," "quite" or
"very." When used as an adjective, as in
"a likely story," no modifier is required.
The same F.M. also wants all those
who say "consensus of opinion" to be
excoriated, if not banished from the
human race. For a long time I thought we
had that redund<!ncy suppressed. But it
has been cropping up with increasing
frequency of late. "Consensus" means, of
course, "collective opinion." To add to it
"of opinion" is to overdo it. As for those
who spell the word "concensus" as if
someone were out polling opinion, even
the cheapest paperback dictionary would
set them right. Or perhaps what they
need is that handy little volume titled
"Dictionary for Those Who Can't Spell."
You guessed it-all of the spellings in it
are phonetic. Which quite likely proves
that we are going around in circles.
J erry Elliott

Advisory Boards for CIV
College IV is setting up an advisory
board for each of its newest major programs: the Occupational Safety Health
Program and the Public Relations/Advertising Program. Invitations to sit in on the
boards have been sent to professional
people who are active in those fields
throughout the southwestern Michigan
area. The college hopes to attract people
representing all aspects of the two fields.
Each board will meet two or three
times during the academic year to review
its program's curriculum, making sure
that each course is still relevant and upto-date. In addition, the boards will have
a part in beginning new courses and designing student internships, as well as the
general supervision of the two programs.
The Public Relations/ Advertising Program began this past fall, and now has an
enrollment of about 35 students. Two
adjunct faculty members are currently
working part time with the program. Jim
Stevens, a copywriter with Aves Advertising Agency in Grand Rapids, spends his
time teaching a course in copywriting;
Tom Gordon, a vice-president at Norman,
Navin, Moore and Baird Advertising

Agency (also in Grand Rapids}, teaches a
course called "Fundamentals of Advertising.
The Occupational Safety Health Program, which also got under way last fall,
has approximately twenty students.
Milton Ford, College IV's director of
curriculum development , sees the implementation of these advisory boards as an
important connection between the college and the community, as well as a definite asset to the two programs. Ford is
coordinating both programs until a director for each can be found.

William Strickland, faculty member
at TJC, was recently given the $25 Friend
of Art Award for ceramics for his entries
in the Hackley Art Show competition in
Muskegon. Two GVSC students also won
prizes.
Takeshi Takahara,

of CAS's art department, is participating in several art
shows and exhibitions during March-at
Fort Hays Kansas State College, Kansas
Second National for small paintings,
drawings and prints, February 11 to
March 11 ; at the Annual Seven-State
Painting, Printmaking and Drawing
Competition at the University of Wisconsin, Platteville, Wisconsin, March 11 to
April 2 ; and at the 16th Bradley National
Print and Drawing Exhibition, February 26 to March 20 at the Bradley
University , Peoria, Illinois.
Fountain Street Church has taken on a
new staff member. William James faculty
Stephen C. Rowe is now
member
spending much time there , helping the
church expand its ministry and facilitating
the transition the church will go through
when its minister, Dr. Duncan Littlefair,
retires. Rowe has not left William James
College altogether. He still retains an office
in Lake Superior Hall and teaches a course
or two. According to Rowe, his position
at Fountain Street is somewhat experimental, as is his two-thirds ..leave fr.om
WJC, both of which are on a year-by-year
basis.

Donald Williams and
Rodney
Mulder, of CAS's anthropology /sociology department, read their joint paper ,
entitled "A Longitudinal Evaluation of a
Police-School Liaison Program," to the
first National Conference on Criminal
Justice Evaluation in Washington, D.C.,
on February 24. The paper was a restatement of a joint six-year study
completed in 1975 by Williams and
Mulder for the U.S. Office of Criminal
Justice. Study details, or a copy of the
study, may be obtained by calling the
anthropology /sociology office, extension
682.

Jitendra M. Sharma, of CAS's School
of Business Administration, will be section chairman at the 81st Annual Meeting
of the Michigan Academy of Science,
Arts & Letters to be held at Central Michigan University, March 18 and 19, 1977.
Sharma will be responsible for the Management Science section.

Ursula Franklin, of

CAS's Foreign
Language department , will present a paper entitled "Structural Variations on a
Theme : The Mobile Fragments of Valery's Prose Aubades" at the 81st annual
meeting of the Michigan Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters to be held at Central Michigan University, March 18 and
19. Her presentation is scheduled at
10:15 a.m., Friday, March 18.

Central Receiving Announces Change
As of March 21, 1977, the central
receiving department will start verifying
all materials, supplies and equipment received at its location on campus. The
previous procedure called for the requisitioning unit to verify and match the
shipment to the purchase order. On all
deliveries made to the central receiving
department, the original receiving copy of
the purchase order will be sent to the

accounting office. It is important that each
requisitioning unit maintain a file of its
own purchase order copies for quick
reference when a shipment is transferred
to the unit/area from central receiving. A
key factor in the operation of this new
procedure will be the need for all requisitioning units to respond quickly to the
central receiving department in situations
of shortages , damages , and identification
problems.

Tsars, Commissars
And Freedom of the Muse
(Co11ti1111ed fr om page 1)

methods of intimidation used by the KGB
are already well publicized in the West:
fake automobile accidents, commitments
to insane asylums, official censures, fatal
beatings (the writer Bogatyrev, June,
1976), threats of prison camps and exile.
But other tactics are less well known. One
of the most prevalent means of intimidating writers is manipulation of publication
(or non-publication) of their works. A
writer cannot belong to the Writers Union
and receive a monthly stipend unless his
works are published regularly. If he is "unacceptable" his works are not published,
he does not receive his stipend and gradually is expelled from the union for being
non-productive. Thus he is deprived of his
livelihood. And so, it is not uncommon in
the Soviet Union that the poorest people,
those who barely survive, are members of
the intelligentsia-the writers who are,
theoretically , subsidized by the State.
In contrast to this subtle means of intimi·dation, terrorist tactics and physical
threats are more immediate and frightening. A certain literary critic, and close
friend, spends a great deal of time in hiding. She recently was a victim of a terrorist attack. Fortunately she was not at
home during its execution. Someone
hurled a brick through her bedroom window and it landed on her pillow. How did
it affect her? She accepts the incident and
is now in the process of moving to a new
fourth-story apartment where it's safer.
She also has not succumbed to pressure
and heroically retains her integrity and
will not compromise.
In their own way, though , these terrorist tactics are as subtle as political maneuvers. These incidents are so carefully staged
that even the victims cannot say with
certainty that the KGB was behind the attacks. Perhaps hooligans were celebrating
with vodka and became over-excited.
Thus, the medium may be ambiguous but
the message is clear.
Another ambiguity lies in the classification of "dissidents"; the West and the
Soviet Union join in classifying any Soviet
citizen who does not aspire to the current
ideal of communist existence as a dissident. Such generalizations obscure the
human values involved-individuals are
praised by the West (and damned by the
East) in proportion to their rejection of
current Soviet policies (Andrej Sakharov
and Alexander Solzhenitsyn); works of
art are evaluated on the basis of their
political commentary ("cold war criticism"). In the Soviet Union, writers who
write only personal lyrics or introspective
psychological prose are considered to be
parasites and worthless members of society. In the West they are considered to be
heroes and dissidents. In truth they are
victims of both sides.
Two of the most well-known "dissidents"-Pasternak and Solzhenitsyn-were
manipulated by both sides. Both had
novels which were sche duled for publication in Russia-Doctor Zhivago and Ca ncer Ward. However, both novels were
"leaked" to the West, probably by KGB
agents. Because of their subsequent publication in the West, their publication in
Russia was cancelled; both writers became heroes and Nobel Prize winners as
well. But what most critics in the West
either don't know or choose to ignore is
that at the beginning of his career Solzhenitsyn did not want his books published in the West because they were aimed
at the Russians and he felt that people in
the West would not understand them.
His early books are a public indictment of
the Russian citizenry for the crimes of
the Stalin era. In the cases of Solzhenitsyn and Pasternak the West eagerly published their books as "dissident novels"
and inadvertently helped the KGB to silence two courageous voices within the
USSR. The two authors were denounced
as traitors even though they were not
guilty of any traitorous act. Such denunciations by the KGB work to destroy lives

What's Happening?
Monday, March 14
1, 7 :30, and 9 :30 p.m.: Time Nexus, an orchestrated multimedia program put together by students in James Heddie 's class in intermedia at WJC. Sponsored by
WJC, Student Activities Allocation Committee and Student Congress . Campus
Center Theatre.
8:15 p.m .: Student voice recital by Carol Beachler. Sponsored by the Performing
Arts Center. Louis Armstrong Theatre.

Tuesday, March 15
12 noon to 2 p.m.: Seed Coffee House. Cosponsored by Seed and Student Activities
Allocations. Campus Center Hardy Room.
1, 7:30, and 9 :30 p.m.: Time Nexus. See March 14 listing.

Wednesday, March 16
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. : Book buy-back. Campus Center Bookstore.
12 noon to 2 p.m.: Seed Coffee House. Cosponsored by Seed and Student Activities
Allocations. Campus Center Hardy Room.
1, 7:30, and 9:30 p.m .: Time Nexus. See March 14 listing.
8 p .m.: Megan Terry's "Comings and Goings." Sponsored by the Performing Arts
Center. Stage 3, 72 Ransom , N.E., Grand Rapids. Tickets $1.00. For more
information call extension 485.

Thursday, March 17
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. : Book buy-back. Campus Center Bookstore.
1, 7:30, and 9:30 p.m .: Time Nexus , See March 14 listing.
12 noon to 1 p.m.: " Religious America" film series. Sponsored by the Religion
Studies Institute. Room 132, Lake Huron Hall.
8 p.m.: Megan Terry's "Comings and Goings." See Wednesday, March 16, listing
for details.

Christine Rydel

in the Soviet Union in a way similar to
the way gossip and innuendo help to destroy reputations and careers in more en lightened countries. I'm sure everyone
can think of such cases even uncomfortably close to home.
A GVSC graduate in Russian Studies
was recently subjected to this type of
abuse when her employer confused Russian and communist, publicly denounced
her, and fired her from her job. And she
just wanted to study Russian poetry. Occasionally students here at GVSC have
told me their parents would disown them
if they continued studying Russian. All
of this anti-Russian prejudice is the result
of fear and paranoia-the same factors
which motivate much of Soviet political
life. However , in the West we have recourse to the law and the free press-and,
I hope, rational discussion.
Is there any hope for the oppressed in
the Soviet Union? It is difficult to say.
Perhaps a glance at Russian history and
literature will provide an answer. Russia
has always been ruled by totalitarians:
the Orthodox Church, the Mongols, the
tsars and the commissars; but there also
have always been true dissidents fighting
for human rights . And even though today
the Soviet Union is dissipating the movement by expelling dissidents, a few others
like Sakharov and Alexander Ginsburg are
still there keeping that hope alive . In
Zamyatin's anti-utopian novel We, the
hero argues with a "dissident" that the
revolution which produced the United
State was the last revolution. The dissident mocks him and asks him to name
the highest, the last number. He answers,
"But 1-300, that's absurd! Since the number of numbers is infinite, how can there
be a last one?" And she says, "And why
then do you think there is a last revolution ... their number is infinite. . ."
Hope for freedom in the Soviet Union
lies, as it has for all of mankind, in the
ability of individual humans to transcend
the limitations of their physical world
through art and conscience. The existence
of the lines written by Anna Akhmatova
after a visit to the doomed poet Osip
Mandelstam testify to the triumph of this
transcendence in the face of oppression:
But in the room of the banished poet
Fear and the Muse stand watch by turn,
And the night falls,
Without the hope of dawn.

Christin e Rydel is an assistant professor
of Russian in th e foreign languages departm ent. Sh e has been at Grand Valley
since 1970. She has received an Inte-rna·
tional R esearch and Exchange (!REX)
Fello w ship and plans to study in Russia
for six months begin ning in Ja nuary 1978.
It will be her f ifth trip to th e Soviet
Union.

Friday, March 18
8 p.m.: Megan Terry's "Comings and Goings." See Wednesday, March 16, listing for
details.
All day : "New Directions for New Schools" conference. Sponsored by Grand
Valley State and the National Center for Grading/Learning Alternatives. Campus
Center Conference Rooms. $15 .00 per person; $65.00 for a group of six. Contact
Jim Nelson, Seidman House, extension 344.

Saturday, March 19
8 p.m. : Megan Terry's "Comings and Goings." See Wednesday, March 16 , listing for
details.
All Day: "New Directions for New Schools" conference. See Friday, March 18 ,
listing for details.

Sunday, March 20
All Day: "New Directions for New Schools" conference. See Friday, March 18,
listing for details.

Exhibitions
Friday, March 4, to Friday, April 1
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., weekdays; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday; and 12 noon to 5 p.m. ,
Sunday: Ceramics exhibition by Kenneth Foster, ceramics instructor at Muskegon
Community College. Campus Center Art Gallery.
·
·

Affirmative Action Plan
Approved by PEC
At its latest meeting, the President's
Executive Committee approved a carefully developed affirmative action program which is described in detail in a 22page document, entitled "Affirmative
Action at Grand Valley State Colleges."
Since a major purpose of the Forum is
to avoid the proliferation of documents
which will not be read in toto by more
than a handful of faculty and staff, and
since this program is of interest and importance to many of us who do not wish
to read every detail of the arrangement,
the Forum offers a very brief summary of
the objectives and procedures of the program. (Full copies of the report are available from Lora Robinson, affirmative action officer, 11 Zumberge Library.)
The central objectives of the program
are simple and unexceptionable: "It is the
intent of GVSC that .. .employment decisions will be made without regard to
race, creed, color, national origin, sex,
age . ... The Colleges pledges to take affirmative action in the hiring of the handicapped whenever possible."
"It is my job to remind, promote,
monitor, educate, and raise the consciousness of unit heads," said Robinson . " But
ultimately they are responsible for seeing
that their activities are in compliance
with regulations and in promoting affirmative action."
The broad, overall goal is to hire more
women and minority persons every year.
So that each unit on campus will know
what progress (or lack of it) it is making,
the affirmative actfon office will report to
all of them regularly on the specifics.
Other specific goals of the program are
(1) exploring the possibility of the day .

care center's being open in the evening;
(2) fringe benefits for part-time employees;
and (3) considering substituting a conflict
of interest policy for a nepotism policy.
Another change is that the Equal Opportunity Committee has been abolished
and in its place is a resource body composed of members from the following
offices: personnel, financial aids, admissions, student life, athletics, academic affairs, counseling, placement, housing, and
day care. The group will be consulted
when affirmative action matters come up.
Finally, the PEC itself is now the official body which reviews and passes on
policy changes.

Scholarship
Update
The latest information on the Presidential Scholarship program is that 144
Honors Scholarships have been awarded
and 41 of those recipients have applied
for Presidential Scholarships.
A committee has been set up to review
the applications. Members are: Ken Fridsma, director of financial aids, chairman;
Thomas Cunningham, ofCAS'sphilosophy
department; Gilbert Davis, of TJC; Dan
Gilmore, public relations and communications officer; Douglas Kindschi, dean of
College IV; Margaret Proctor, of WJC;
and Carl Wallman, director of admissions
operations.
Since the deadline for applications for
Presidential Scholarships is April 1, Fridsma expects to receive more before then.

